Title
Author

Publisher
Language
Identifier

Is Part Of

Description

Subjects

Source

Citations ~

Homogamy and heterogamy in sub-Saharan Africa: Implications for couples' fertility behaviour
Ntoimo, Lorretta Favour Chizomam %

Mutanda, Nyasha »

ABINGDON: Routledge

English
ISSM: 0376-835X
EISSN: 1470-38

MUB0/0376835X.2017.1384363
Development southern Africa {Sandton, South Africa), 2017-11, Vol.34 (6), p.670-681

This study examines patterns of homogamy and heterogamy and their implications for couple's
fertility behaviour. Data were obtained from demographic and health surveys conducted in Ghana,
Nigeria and Zambia between 2001 and 2014. The study population were couples in a monogamous
union whers wives were aged 35 years and over: 1785 in Ghana, 3185 in Nigeria and 3175 in Zambia.
Results of the descriptive analysis show that educational, religious and ethnic homogamy and
occupational heterogamy werse predominant among the couples and mean children ever bom varied
according to couples' characteristics. The significant predictors of fertility as revealed in the
multivariate analysis included educational hemogamy and heterogamy, occupational homogamy,
age difference and religious and ethnic homogamy. To expedite fertility transition in the three
countries and other sub-Saharan African countries, programmes and policies aimed at reducing
fertility in the region should incorporate strategies that focus on the characteristics of couples in
union.
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