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ISSUE NO. 6 

DIRECTORõS COMMENTS 
 

Dear all 
 
Congratulations to several CCBIO-members for receiving a significant amount of both new and renewed grants! And to 
some of you for more personal grants for travels and project purposes. 

A special congratulations to Line Bjßrge for the prestigious appointment as ESMO Faculty Member. Read the story  
below. 

Most of the educational events and research seminars are still web-based. Thanks to all of you involved. CCBIO905 on 
methods in cancer biomarker research was successful with more than 110 participants. Another success was the 
Graphic Design Workshop in a CCBIO-EMBO collaboration. Very useful for all participants. 

We recently announced the CCBIO-MASTERCLASS concept. The ñclass of 2020ò ï 10 selected junior investigators from 
the various teams ï have already been identified. The program, which is coordinated by Yamila, was kickstarted by 
presenting the CCBIO-JAW module (Junior Application Writing). Two sessions have been given on how to read calls and 
write applications for own funding. The Masterclass program, hopefully 8 sessions during 2021, will present different 
strategies and tools on how to perform efficient career planning towards independency for the young talents. 

Please also read about womenËs health initiatives and UIBËs open science policy. Best of luck to Ehsan with his doctor-
al defense tomorrow. And thanks to Harsh (again) and Ole for accepting positions  -  welcome to the CCBIO family. 
Finally, save the many important dates for the spring of 2021, for CCBIO908, CCBIO903, BMED904, research semi-
nars, and other events (see web calendar).  

Despite the many Covid-19 challenges, time has been running quickly this fall. By the end of this special year, we are 
hopefully also approaching the end of the pandemic. I wish you all the best and would like to thank you for all the good 
work, the many initiatives, and the good ideas waiting to be activated. Be careful and stay safe  -  Merry Christmas 
and warm wishes for 2021! 

Best regards, Lars A. Akslen, Director          
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      Programs and Research Teams  

Mechanisms of Tumor-Microenvironment  
Interactions: 

¶ Donald Gullberg 

¶ Karl-Henning Kalland 

¶ Emmet McCormack 
 
Exploration and Validation of Cancer  
Biomarkers: 

¶ Lars A. Akslen 

¶ Jim Lorens  

¶ Camilla Krakstad  

¶ Daniela Costea  

¶ Elisabeth Wik 
 
 
 

Clinical Applications and Trial  
Studies: 

¶ Bjßrn Tore Gjertsen 

¶ Oddbjßrn Straume 

¶ Line Bjßrge 
 
Health Ethics, Prioritization and  
Economics: 

¶ Roger Strand 

¶ John Cairns 

¶ Ole Frithjof Norheim 
 
Additional resources: 
Bioinformatics and Big Data 

¶ Inge Jonassen 
 

Strategic Advice 

¶ Rolf Reed 

 

mailto:lars.akslen@k1.uib.no
https://www.uib.no/en/ccbio/77234/administration
https://www.uib.no/en/ccbio/77234/administration
https://www.uib.no/en/ccbio
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Helse Vest funding for new projects within CCBIO: 

¶ PhD Scholarschip, 3 years, 100%: Kari Strßno Wagner-

Larsen, Advanced MRI for developing more personalized treat-

ment stategies in uterine cervical cancer (the Krakstad group) 

¶ Open project support (for projects that will run for several years) 

Bjßrn Tore Gjertsen, Single cell immune profiling in cancer, 

cost in 2021; NOK 660 000  

¶ Open project support, Elisabeth Wik, Hormone regulators and 

immune landscape in breast cancer of the young - signature bi-

omarkers for improved diagnosis and outcome, cost in 2021; 

NOK 1 500 000  

¶ Open project support, Line Bjßrge, Rethinking Ovarian  

Cancer: Development of New Preclinical Tools and the Design of 

Innovative Multimodal Treatment Strategies, cost in 2021; NOK 

1 835 000  

¶ 12 months research stay abroad, Camilla Krakstad, Clinical 

implementation of imaging and molecular markers for Endome-

trial Carcinoma 
 

The complete list of funding for new projects can be found here. 

 

Renewed funding: 

¶ PhD Scholarschip, Cecilie Fredvik Torkildsen, Rethinking Ovarian Cancer: Extensive BioPROFILING to 

Better Define Operability in Cytoreductive Surgery (the Bjßrge group) 

¶ PhD Scholarschip, Julie Andrea Dybvik, Functional imaging for individualized treatment of uterine  

cancer (the Krakstad group) 

¶ PhD Scholarschip, Kristine Eldevik Fasmer, Functional imaging for individualized treatment of uterine 

cancer (the Krakstad group) 

¶ PhD Scholarschip, Nj¬l Lura, Precision imaging for individualized treatment in uterine cervical cancer 

(the Krakstad group) 

¶ PhD Scholarschip, P¬l Tore Bentsen, Single cell immune and signaling profiles in steroid-refractory 

acute graft-versus-host disease (aGVHD) (the Gjertsen group) 

¶ PhD Scholarschip, Ïystein Sefland, Dendritic cell therapy in acute myeloid leukemia ï the use of  

a standardized allogeneic cell line, and single cell analysis as a tool for prediction and evaluation of  

response (the Gjertsen group) 

¶ Postdoc grant, Monica Hellesßy, Combined single cell signaling and immunological profiling to assess 

the effects and investigate resistance mechanisms of FLT3-targeted therapies in AML (the Gjertsen 

group) 

¶ Open project support, Camilla Krakstad, Clinical implementation of imaging and molecular markers  

for Endometrial Carcinoma, cost in 2021; NOK 1 500 000  

¶ Open project support, Daniela Elena Costea, Defining molecular subtypes of head and neck cancer by 

integrative mutational, stromal and inflammatory landscape analysis, cost in 2021; NOK  1 500 000  

The complete list of renewed funding for ongoing projects can be found here. 

 

Helse Vest has now allocated their 2021 funding, and granted CCBIO support for 5 new projects and continuation 

of 9 ongoing projects. We are also happy to congratulate Liv Cecilie Vestrheim Thomsen with a grant from the 

Raagholt Foundation, and Dana Costea/Line Bjßrge/Harsh Dongre with a PhD grant from NKS. 

Illustration: colourbox.com 

FUNDING SECURED FOR SEVERAL PROJECTS 

https://helse-vest.no/Documents/Forsking/HV%20hovudtildeling/2021/Tildeling%20og%20venteliste%202021.pdf
https://helse-vest.no/Documents/Forsking/HV%20hovudtildeling/2021/Videref%C3%B8rte%20stipend%20og%20prosjekt%202021.pdf
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CCBIO Associate PI Professor Line Bjßrge has recently been appoin-
ted as ESMO faculty member for the Gynaecological Cancers faculty 
group for the period 2021-2024. 

ESMO is the leading professional organisation for medical oncology. 

With more than 25,000 members representing oncology professio-

nals from over 160 countries worldwide, ESMO is the society of  

reference for oncology education and information. The ESMO  

Faculty is composed of ESMO members and specialists in medical 

oncology or related fields, to promote a multidisciplinary approach 

to cancer. The Faculty is committed to helping ESMO with its educa-

tional responsibilities. As a ESMO faculty member, Line will be  

contributing to these key activities and responsibilities: 

¶ Presenting at congresses and educational meetings 

¶ Reviewing clinical guidelines 

¶ Acting as ESMO spokespersons towards external partners and 
the media 

¶ Collaborating in drafting the Educational programme of the 
ESMO congress 

 

Congratulations to Line with the prestigious appointment, and to 

ESMO with their new and excellent faculty member! Professor Line Bjßrge. Photo: Ingvild Festervoll Melien  

LINE BJÏRGE APPOINTED AS ESMO FACULTY MEMBER 

 

In their considerations, the regional health authorities Helse Vest places main emphasis on scientific quality 

and benefit (clinical relevance). Regional collaboration and distribution between disciplines and between re-

search environments have also been important criteria, as well as the degree of user participation. 

ñThe applications reflect the research front in several important fields, and the large and strong environments 

are still ranking highest, with some honorable exceptionsò, the Regional Health Authorities says in their gen-

eral report. In many of the individual projectsô discussions, óclinical relevance for Helse Vestô has become a 

central theme. The committees have used as a guiding criterion that supported projects should be able to pro-

duce data of significance for patient treatment within a five-year perspective. Some projects that are very 

good in terms of research are therefore not nominated, because of their focus on basic medical or community 

medicine aspects. A discussion about this should perhaps be raised in relevant forums, and clarification may 

be needed in the announcements,ò they conclude.  

The complete report can be seen here. 

 

In addition, we are happy to congratulate Liv Cecilie Vestrheim Thomsen with a NOK 100.000 grant from 

the Olav Raagholt and Gerd Meidel Raagholt Foundation to her planned research project on examining  

treatment-related changes in the blood of women with relapsed ovarian cancer. Therapies directed against 

cancer in a primary setting will frequently impact the effect of subsequent treatment lines. To map how the 

treatment changes circulating cancer-related cells, Thomsen and her collaborators will apply single cell  

analyses in the form of mass cytometry on blood samples from women with ovarian cancer participating in 

clinical trials focusing on this disease. The antibody panel and the analysis pipeline that will be used in the 

project developed by Thomsen and Kopperud in collaboration with several of the CCBIO groups, funded by 

CCBIO through the Helse Vest strategic research initiative 2015-2019. 

 

Congratulations are also in order for Dana Costea, Line Bjßrge and Harsh Dongre for a PhD grant from 

Norske Kvinners Sanitetsforening (NKS) to Pharmacist Rammah Mustafa, who will be working on a  

project testing drugs currently used for other cancers, to develop personalized therapy for vulvar cancer. See 

an article on the NKS grants here. We hope to see Rammah in place by April 2021. 

https://www.esmo.org/about-esmo
https://helse-vest.no/Documents/Forsking/HV%20hovudtildeling/2021/Sak%2029-2020%20Tildeling%20av%20s%C3%B8kbare%20forskningsmidler%202021.pdf
http://www.raagholtstiftelsen.no/
https://sanitetskvinnene.no/nyhet/2020/12/tidenes-julegave-til-kvinner-og-barn-i-norge?fbclid=IwAR1Xq_8iy5eiUAqRYkNLKsfchGMw65BkPNavHwRhaOXy6jL6pfd-LIGGduE
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UiB's Open Science policy was adopted by the University Board 
September 24 this year, and is based on the principle that re-
search and research processes should be "as open as possible,  
as closed as necessary".  
 
 

The seminar is available as a recorded video here, and the  
program is available here. 

CCBIO in a NutshellðA 1 minute synopsis of what CCBIO actual-
ly does. 
 
Personalized Medicine for Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML) ð See 
Postdoc Dimitrios Kleftogiannis in the Jonassen and Akslen 
groups explain their use of machine learning and mathematical 
modeling to develop classification systems for AML with single 
cell resolution. 

This fall, the University of Bergen launched their policy for Open Science through a seminar October 22nd.  
CCBIO Associate PI Camilla Krakstad contributed as one of the panelists in the seminar, with audience both in 
the room and through a digital channel.  

2 NEW SHORT CCBIO VIDEOS 

Some of you might already have noticed these 2 new videos through the facultyôs social media, and if not,  
take a look! 

We are happy to report that Researcher Stein-Erik Gullaksen in the 
Gjertsen group has received this yearôs Incyte Nordic Grant for  
Hematological Research. 

 

The grant (approx. NOK 200.000) is awarded ñFor a project 

which will characterize the interaction of leukemic (CML) and 

healthy blood cells, and potentially will increase our understand-

ing of the disease biology and therapeutic mechanisms, likely 

identifying biomarkers of early response to therapy through  

single cell immune profiling.ò  

You can read an interview with Stein-Erik in Dagens Medisin,  

and also in Forskning.no. 

Line Bjßrge and her group have been well covered in this fallôs  

issue of the Gynecologic Cancer Associationôs magazine Afrodite. 

PANEL DEBATE ABOUT THE NEW OPEN SCIENCE POLICY 

FOCUS ON IMPROVED WOMEN�¶S HEALTH 

INCYTE NORDIC GRANT TO STEIN-ERIK GULLAKSEN 

An article is covering the Ministry of Health and Care Servicesô  

meeting this fall on a new Official Norwegian Report (NOU-report) 

on improved womenôs health, where Line Bjßrge was one of the  

experts invited to provide input. Her entire 3 minute talk is related 

in the article, pages 6 and 7. 

PhD Fellow Cecilie Torkildsen is also featured in the magazine, after 

having given a talk on a webinar on ovarian cancer organized by 

the Gynecologic Cancer Association, pages 8 and 9. Link to Afrodite. 

https://www.uib.no/foransatte/139288/politikk-%C3%A5pen-vitenskap-ved-universitetet-i-bergen
https://www.kulturoperatorene.no/uibopenaccess
https://www.uib.no/ub/139311/lansering-av-uibs-politikk-%C3%A5pen-vitenskap
https://youtu.be/UFcKqoIqEwk
https://youtu.be/ajPavOvvZbI
https://grant.incytenordics.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Grant-2021.pdf
https://grant.incytenordics.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Grant-2021.pdf
https://www.dagensmedisin.no/artikler/2020/11/03/norsk-forsker-vant-stipend-for-forskning-pa-kronisk-myelogen-leukemi/
https://forskning.no/kreft-medisiner/norsk-forskning-gir-hap-blodkreft-rammede-kan-fa-mindre-bivirkninger/1767946

